
88%
Felt more  
ambitious about 
their future

94%
Said that they felt 
more prepared to 
start their studies in 
September

The Chrysalis  
Summer School is a 
place to find other 
pupils in your  
position and  
realise that you are 
not alone.

I believe that that 
this summer school 
has helped me  
improve my  
knowledge and will 
help me get better 
grades. 

“
If you are  
concerned about 
what you want to do 
in the future or want 
to make friends then 
this is a great  
opportunity for you.

What the pupils said:

“

94%
Felt the careers  
sessions helped them 
prepare for the future 

99%
Said that they had a 
better understanding 
of what skills  
employers look for

99%
Enjoyed the chance 
to debate social 
issues at the  
Tottenham Stadium

95%
Felt part of a  
wider academic  
community 
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Highgate and the London Academy of Excellence 
Tottenham (LAET) both hosted a unique summer 
school for 82 Year 10 students from across  
Haringey who have been most affected by  
prolonged school closures due to COVID-19.
 
It aimed to provide some of North London’s most 
disadvantaged students with the opportunity to get 
back into a school environment for the first time 
since March and make up for lost learning before  
transitioning into Year 11 in September. The  
students, who were nominated by their teachers, 
were able to catch up in Biology, Chemistry,  
English, Maths, and Physics, take part in careers 
and employability workshops and learn new skills 
and hobbies, with a focus on supporting their  
wellbeing. 

The LAET cohort took part in a day of debating  
inside Tottenham Hotspur’s stadium, the first of its 
kind. The day was designed to empower young 
people to develop and express their views on social 
issues, with students debating the re-opening of 
schools, policing and drug culture. 

Adam Pettitt 
Head, Highgate School

THE RATIONALE

The education disadvantage gap has grown by 36% 
during lockdown

60% of independent schools already had an online 
learning platform, compared to 23% of the most  
deprived pupils’ schools

Just 38% of working-class pupils were in regular  
communication with their teachers

Source: Education Endowment Fund
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It has been wonderful to see pupils at 
Highgate and LAET this week who are 
clearly so happy to be back at school. 
We know that this will make a huge  
difference to their readiness to be back 
in their own schools in September and 
our teachers and staff are also thrilled 
to be back in the classroom again.

“

“
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