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Life Changing Financial Support

As a charity, we believe that a
Highgate education should be
accessible to all academically
gifted children in our local
community.

Fee Assistance

Bursary pupils receive a significant discount
on their school fees. Around 100 pupils
currently receive bursaries at Highgate, with
an average value of 94% funding.

A bursary is awarded throughout a pupil’s
time at Highgate, unless their family’s
financial situation changes significantly
during that period. For example, if a pupil
receives 100% funding in Year 7, this will
normally continue until the end of Year
13 (unless they choose to leave Highgate
earlier).

Additional Funding

In addition to fee assistance, the following
items are provided by the school:

+ School lunches (pro-rated).
« Day trips linked to the school curriculum.

+ Whole year group residential trips from
Year 5 to Year 9.

- Music lessons for one instrument,
includes instrument hire and exam fees
(pro-rated).

- Exam fees, excluding re-marking
(pro-rated).

Pro-rated - these costs are in proportion to
the size of the bursary. For example, if a pupil
receives 80% funding, they will also receive
80% towards these costs.

Each year, we are able to offer several
fee-assisted places, known as bursaries, to
children whose families are eligible within a
financial threshold. Bursaries are available
for children entering Highgate at 7+, 11+
and 16+, and we currently have around 100
pupils receiving fee assistance throughout
the school.

To help pay for other essential items not
listed above, each bursary recipient is
allocated a separate amount of funding at
the start of each academic year. The amount
varies each year, with higher amounts made
available at the start of each Key Stage.

A family can use this fund at their own
discretion to pay for items that directly
support their child’s experience at Highgate.
This could include the purchase of a laptop
in the Senior School, uniforms, sports kit,
specialist equipment, travel costs to school
or extra music tuition.

Itis possible to save the funding from
multiple years towards a large expenditure,
such as an international school trip.

“My daughter has really gained
confidence and flourished at Highgate.
She has become the child | always

knew she could be.”

Highgate parent of a bursary recipient

Bursaries could help transform a child’s
experience of learning and greatly

increase the opportunities available to
them in adulthood. They can have a
positive impact, not only on an individual
recipient, but they also enrich and diversify
our school community.

We hope this guide will help you decide

whether making a bursary application is
right for your family.

Pastoral Suppport

At Highgate, we aim to create a sense of
belonging where every child or young
person feels welcome and is not judged on
their socio-economic status. Bursary pupils
are treated equally and take part in the same
induction activities when they start school.

If you accept a bursary place for your child,
we’ll offer them guidance and support
throughout their time at Highgate, with
designated members of staff who lead

on bursary provision in each school.
Bursary pupils remain confidential unless
they choose to reveal the information to
their peers or staff, and teachers aren’t
specifically told which pupils are receiving
fee assistance.

We've recently introduced a social group for
parents and carers of bursary pupils to meet
each other, and they are invited to regular
get-togethers to share their experiences
while getting to know each other in a
supportive and confidential space.



Bursary Application Guide

Step 1
Do your calculations

Before deciding whether you should apply
for a bursary it will be helpful to do your
own calculations first. As a general guide,
we advise parents and carers that if your
total family income is less than £45,000,
and if you don’t have significant assets (e.g.
savings), then your child could be entitled to
100% funding of their school fees. If your
total family income is between £45,000
and £107,000 then you may be eligible for
a partial bursary. An exception to this is if
you are applying as a key worker - please find
more information in our FAQs.

We realise that every family circumstance
is different and if you think you are
eligible, we’d encourage you to apply, as
long as you are happy to complete our
financial assessment.

Step 4
Academic assessment

Every child who applies to Highgate is
required to sit an entrance assessment for 7+
and 11+, or have an interview for 16+. These
usually take place in November or December
before their year of entry.

All candidates take the same test, and
staff marking the tests or carrying out the
interviews will not know that your child is
being considered for a bursary.

All 16+ candidates proceed with the financial
assessment (see Step 5). At 7+ and 11+ entry,
only those candidates who are successful

in our first-round entrance assessment will
proceed with the financial assessment (Step
5) and will move on to a second round of
assessments, held in January.

Step 2
Apply

When you decide to apply, please check the
application dates for your child’s entry point,
either at 7+, 11+ and 16+. These are published
on the Admissions page of our website

here. Applications generally open from the
summer the year before entry, for example if
your child is due to start in September 2027,
you would need to apply in 2026.

All candidates fill out the same online
application form on our website, the only
difference is that you would need to tick
abox to indicate if you are applying for a
bursary, and you will then need to indicate
your estimated household income.

There is an application fee but if you earn
below £45,000, this is reduced.

The current fees are listed on the School Fees
page on our website.

Step 5

Financial assessment

The BAA team will check and validate
your application and provide you with any
feedback, especially if you have missed any
important documents. An associate will
invite you to an online meeting to ask more
about your family situation and to gather
supporting information to fill in any gaps
in your application. We realise this process
can be daunting and time consuming, but
we have to assess every family on the same
basis to make an informed decision.

Following the assessment, BAA will

submit a report to Highgate’s Bursar who
will make the final decision. If the Bursar
concludes that an application doesn’t fit the
financial threshold then we may not be able
to offer a bursary award.

“I would highly recommend applying. The bursary
process was clear and straightforward and there are
various sources of support available, including the
bursary team, school staff, and even other parents who
are willing to offer guidance and reassurance. Being
open and thorough in your application really helps,
and it is a valuable opportunity worth pursuing.”

Highgate parent of a bursary recipient

Step 3
Submit your documents

Once we receive your application and

you have paid the application fee, you

will get an email from our Admissions
team introducing you to an independent
company, Bursary Assessment Associates
(BAA). They fulfil the necessary financial
assessment on behalf of Highgate, through
an impartial process. You will be sent a link
to their online bursary application portal,
and you will need to complete as much as
you can by Highgate’s application deadline
for your child’s entry point - this is usually
in October for 16+ and November for 7+
and 11+

BAA judge each application carefully, and
will ask you to submit personal information,
such as your sources of income and
outgoings; assets; liabilities; the value and
council tax band of your home and size of
the family. Please be assured that your data
is handled with care and discretion in line
with GDPR.

Step 6
Offers

If your child or teenager is successful in
our competitive academic assessments,
and if the bursary application has also
been successful then we may offer them
abursary award, depending on how many
places are available. If we have more
successful applicants than there are places
available, we will offer bursary places to
applicants who have performed best in the
academic process.

If your child is successful in the academic
assessment but your bursary application
isn’t successful, or if we have more
successful applicants than there are
bursary places available, we may offer

a full fee-paying place.

If offered a place, you will then have a
couple of weeks to accept or decline the
place. You will have the opportunity to
ask any final questions and to attend
offer holder events at the school to speak
to our staff.


https://www.highgateschool.org.uk/admissions/
https://www.highgateschool.org.uk/admissions/school-fees/

Bursary Graduates

Tanya

Tanya started Highgate in Year 7 and graduated in 2023
with A levels in Maths, French and Spanish. She is now
studying French and Spanish at Oxford.

Michqel “Being a bursary recipient

has allowed me to reach new

Michael came to Highgate

Sixth Form in Year 12 and |eve|3 Gnd ngSp oppor’runiﬁes
that | otherwise wouldn't have
and Maths. He isnowstudying  been able to. Having bursary

graduated in 2025 with A levels
in Economics, Politics, History

at university.

win-win for everyonel”

recipients creates a better, more
holistic Highgate community. It
benefits those within and those
coming into Highgate. It's a

Joshua joined Highgate in Year 7
and graduated in 2025 with where you gef more
Alevels in Further Maths, Maths,
Physics and German. He is now

studying at university. more support generally,

“Before | joined Highgate, it was quite scary
and wasn't something I'd thought of doing
before. My friends were worried it wouldn't
be the place for someone from my socio-
economic background, but when | got here,
that wasn't the case at all. It's a really caring,
inclusive place and all my preconceptions
were dissolved. During my final year, | was
elected as Pupil Head of School, which was
so good for my confidence. | was particularly
interested in inclusion and community —
making the school feel like a second home to
all and accommodating everyone.”

Joshua “Having the opportunity

to go somewhere
resources, attention and

that's unmatched. You
can really explore any
passion and any identity
you have here.”



FAQs

Will I have to pay the bursary
back when my child has left?

No, you are not required to pay the school
back. A bursary is a free place or would
contribute towards a percentage of your
child's fees.

What is the key worker bursary?

Each year, we allocate one full-fee equivalent
bursary for a child of parents/carers who
are key workers living in the local area. You
can consider applying if your total family
income is up to £125,000. Whilst this is
aimed at families where both parents/
carers are key workers, in a situation

where only one is employed in such a role,
careful consideration will be given to the
circumstances/employment of the second
parent/carer in deciding whether this
specific bursary should apply.

We define a key worker as someone who is
employed by the public sector in a frontline
role, for example clinical NHS staff (other
than doctors and dentists); teachers in
schools, further education and sixth form
colleges; police officers and community
support officers; prison officers; probation
service staff; firefighters; ambulance service
crew and members of the armed forces.

What if our financial
circumstances change?

When we award a bursary place, it is on the
assumption that the recipient will keep their
place throughout their time at the school.
However, if your personal finances change
significantly within the time your child is at
Highgate, we may need to review the level of
the award.

All bursary awards are subject to a

review of the parents’ or carers’ financial
circumstances each year, and may increase
or decrease, depending on changes in
circumstances. Parents or carers of bursary
holders are asked to sign a financial
declaration each year and the review will
be carried out in close consultation with the
bursary holders.

Contacts

What if | can’t provide all of the
financial documents?

BAA can help with any problems you might
have with supplying the required documents
and will be able to advise if you need to
withdraw your application.

Can | apply for a bursary if
| am a single parent?

You can only apply as a single parent if there
is no contact between the child and the other
parent. If you are separated or divorced
from your partner, each parent would need
to complete a separate financial application
through the BAA portal and provide

your own supporting documents. Any
information you provide during the process
will only be discussed with the person
making the application, assuring absolute
confidentiality for both parents.

Will my child/teenager be
guaranteed a place if they are
eligible for a bursary?

No, every candidate (whether applying

for a bursary or not) must undertake our
entrance assessments and pass them before
we can offer them a place. In the Sixth Form,
candidates also need to pass our GCSE
grades threshold.

Can | apply for a bursary for
4+ entry or an occasional place?
No, we can only accept applications for

children born in the relevant year for entry at
7+ (Year 3), 11+ (Year 7) and 16+ (Year 12).

S

How are bursaries funded?

Highgate is a registered charity and allocates
a proportion of income to the bursary

fund. Our Development team supports this
through fundraising from donors, parents
and alumni.

How long does it take to find out
if my child will get a bursary?

We will let you know the bursary decision at
the same time as the outcome of your child’s
entrance assessments, and if they have been
offered a school place. For 16+ entry this
isin December, 7+ in January and 11+in
February.

Are bursaries awarded on a first
come basis?

No, all candidates must successfully
complete our academic and financial
assessments, and if we have more successful
applicants than we have available places

we will offer bursary places to applicants
who have performed best in the academic
process.

How many bursaries do you give
each year?

This depends on the entry point and how
much funding is available each year from the
school’s bursary fund. Generally, we aim to
offer a total of 10 to 15 bursary places each
year across all of our entry points.

Our Admissions team are on hand to answer your questions, please email:

bursaryadmissions@highgateschool.org.uk

Bursary Assessment Associates have lots of useful information on their website and their

team can offer assistance once an application has been submitted.

Find out more: bursaryassessmentassociates.

co.uk

highgateschool.org.uk
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